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January 8, 2011 

Dear Dr. Napolitano, 

We, the parents of the children on Team H, are writing to you regarding our very strong 
Mildred E. Strang Middle School.   

 
While we are currently aware that there is a remediation system in place, we are also 

are located. And, that where they do, certain readings present remain high. 
 
We know that the Yorktown Central School Administration and School Board share our 
concerns and recognize the dangers present from having a school with young children 
so close to high voltage transmission lines.  This was first evident, when in 1993, the 
school district commissioned an environmental survey of the Middle School to 
determine the EMFs levels. 
 
In 2005, both parents and teachers petitioned the Board of Education to take steps to 
reduce the high EMFs.  This led to the formation of the EMF sub-committee to advise 
the School Board on how to correct the EMF issue.  The EMF sub-committee then 
recommended that the School Board hire Mr. Charles Keen, an electrical engineer and 
expert on EMFs, to design and install a remediation system. 
 
The school district recognized the critical importance of setting up such a system in 
order to reduce the harmful health risks to both the children and teachers.   
 
In the attached , a plea was 
made for funding in the amount of $40,000 for the remediation sys
letter cited that there was a wealth of literature, including scientific, medical, and 
epidemiological evidence that at the very least points to an association between EMF 
exposure and childhood leukemia, and possibly to other illnesses in both children and 
adults (including, but not limited to, miscarriages, adult brain cancer, and amyotrophic 

levels of 2-4 mG (Milligauss) double the risk of childhood leukemia. 
 

The association between increasing exposure to EMFs and an increased risk of 
childhood leukemia has been cited by the National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences (NIEHS) and the World Health Organization.  Moreover, the International 
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Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) which is part of the World Health Organization 
s 

reducing human exposure. 
  
The room of most concern is 218   English room.  An important fact to 
know and remember is that both rooms 218 (and also 118) are not part of the 
remediation system, and therefore do not receive any protection from the power lines. 
 
Information for room 218 from the attached 1993 classroom survey indicates as follows: 

 Room 218 had an average EMF reading of 4.6 mG (Milligauss) in the center of 
the room, and an average reading of 5.6 mG near the windows.  
 

These readings are quite high, but can spike even higher, when there is an increased 
load on the power lines.  
  
Magnetic fields are measured using a meter called a gaussmeter, and are measured in 
units called Milligauss (mG). 
 
The reason why classroom 218 is high, is because it is not far from the power lines, 
and has windows facing south where EMFs from the power lines enter the room. 
 
Also of concern is room 118 -  Math room. 

Information for room 118 from the attached 1993 classroom survey indicates as follows: 

 In room 118, the average EMF readings near the windows are 3.4 mG.  

Students sitting near the windows in her class may be exposed to elevated EMF levels, 
especially when the electrical load on the Con Edison power lines is high. 
 
The last room of concern is a room that was actually covered by the remediation 
system  room 216 (Mr.  Social Studies room). 
 

(only 65 feet away) still has high EMFs readings along the south wall (the back wall)  
even with the remediation system. 
  
This is of concern because children sitting at desks closest to the wall may be exposed 
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to high EMF levels. 
 

  that is 
simply passed through on the way to class, but is an area where students congregate 
between classes to ready themselves for the classes ahead. This area undoubtedly has 
extremely high readings due its location to the power lines, and the fact it is not 
protected by the remediation system. 

 
The School Board and Administration clearly believes EMFs present a risk to our 
children in that ongoing actions are being taken to protect the health and safety of our 
children from elevated EMFs.   

For example,  

1. Since its installation, the District has continued to maintain and repair the 
remediation system. 

2. Monthly EMF readings are taken in rooms covered by the remediation system 
 

 

3. The proactive measurements taken by the school district to reduce both child 
and staff EMF exposure at the High School and French Hill Elementary 
School. This involved restricting access in the social studies closet at the high 
school, and the proposed construction of a wood knee wall at a French Hill 
reading room. 
 

4. The continued existence of the EMF-sub-committee. 

The parents of children on Team H (as well as other concerned parents) are requesting: 

1. The taking of daily EMF readings throughout rooms 218 and 118 over a period of 
several months.  

2. The taking of daily EMF readings in room 216 from the desks in the center of the 
room to the back wall (southern wall) over a period of several months. 
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3. The taking of daily EMF readings      
and Mrs. Gibn  

For your information, teachers, previously, have assisted with the effort to take regular 
readings. 

Daily measurements taken over a period of a few months would provide the most 
accurate information as EMF readings can vary in relation to changes in electrical loads 
on the wires. 

It is important to note that even though the electrical loads are thought to be only high 
during the summer - that is not always the case.  Routine EMF readings of the power 
lines running adjacent to the Middle School made by the Yorktown Utilities Oversight 
Committee clearly indicate a number of days when the electrical load was very high, 
and such occurred at other times of the year. See attachment EMF Readings Yorktown 
Utilities Oversight Committee .  As noted above, high EMFs are associated with high 
electrical loads. 

4. As a courtesy to the public, the EMF readings be 
website or otherwise, and do not have to be obtained through the Freedom of 
Information Law. 

5. Taking EMF readings with a calibrated tri-axial EMF gaussmeter. This meter, 
which we could loan to the school district, is more accurate and much easier to use 
than the single axis meter currently used by the school district. An alternate choice 
would be for the school district to contact Mr. Charles Keen, and borrow a tri-axial 
meter from him.  
 
6. Take 
118 and 216. Such steps could include extension of the existing EMF remediation 
system, as well as the possibility of rotating classrooms among the different teams 
during the school year (as was already done prior to the remediation system with the 
rotation of teachers and their classrooms). 

The Yorktown Central School District has a long history of commitment to the health 
and safety of our children.  This clearly has been demonstrated by the original concern 
regarding EMFs shown in 1993, and by the district's continued monthly EMF readings, 
and spending of money to maintain and repair the remediation system installed in 2005.   
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 past practices for the current board and 
administration to take these reasonable and modest additional steps necessary to 
continue to assure the health and safety of our children.  We hope you agree.        
 
Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
 

John and Nannette Fanelli  nana@lytshows.org 

Kim and Vincent Manghise  kvmanghise@optonline.net 

Mark Schildwachter markschildwachter@yahoo.com 

Anthony Pennella PennellaA@sec.gov 

Lisa Ferrara ferraralisa@yahoo.com 

Christine and Mark Boccia cmboccia@verizon.net 

Lisa Buccolo Lbucolo@houlihanlawrence.com 

Renaldo Raymundo renaldoraymundo@gmail.com 

Daniel and Carol Lefkowitz dlefko7107@optonline.net 

Antonella Zegarelli  zegama4@optonline.net 

Lisa Raguso  

Barbara Wolff baswolff@optonline.net 

Lisa Rodriguez lenilis@aol.com 

Melissa and Mike Montaruli montaruli@optonline.net 

Deborah Hilfman dhilfman@optonline.net 

Charles Diven cjdiven@aol.com 

 








